Walking Uprightly

When we, my brothers, first entered a lodge to receive the Entered Apprentice Degree, we kneeled in front of the altar for the benefit of prayer.  Afterwards, we rose and were asked whom did we put our trust in.  Our reply was simple.  We put our trust in God.  Later on that same night, we were placed in the northeast corner of the lodge as the Worshipful Master charged us to be upright men and Masons and to ever walk before God and man as such.  In the Fellowcraft degree, we are once again reminded that we are to walk uprightly when we are presented with the working tools of a Fellowcraft, more importantly the Plumb.  The Plumb admonishes us to walk uprightly in our several stations before God and man.  Knowing these two important facts about Masonry, I raise the question, “How many of us are putting our trust in God and walking uprightly before God and man?”

Now, as we already know, before a man can become a Mason, he must first believe in a supreme being no matter what faith he believes in.  So, whether it is God, Allah, Jehovah, etc… that we believe in, all brothers in our fraternity have been brought up in some sort of faith.  Now, Masonry is not a religion, but our rituals do derive from the Holy Bible.  So, as I try to explain how to walk uprightly in order to help some of our brothers who are not, I will be using some scriptures from the King James Version of the Holy Bible.

In Matthew 5:16, it is stated, “Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.”  I chose this particular verse because most of us have rings, jewelry, and emblems on our cars to show that we are Masons.  Brothers, these things are the lights of Masonry, and we have no problem showing them off to the public.  However, this is not the light I am referring to by this scripture.  I am talking about our internal light that shines inside each and everyone of us.  This is the very light that people see in us.  So, if we are living right by our actions, then that is the light that people see and relate to what Masonry stands for, but if we are living foul and doing wrong in our lives, then we shed a negative light on Masonry and ourselves.

Now, many of you might be asking what are the wrong things to do.  Well, my brothers, the answer can be found in Galatians 5:19-21, which reads, “Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you, as I have also told you in times past, that they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.”  Now, I am in no way perfect, and in fact, I was living foul myself not so long ago, but I ask you, my brothers, how many of us have done or are doing one or more things on the list provided by the preceding scripture.  I know for a fact that I have done at least two of them since I was raised to the sub-lime degree of a Master Mason, and had to check myself.  So, my brothers, I am now asking you to check yourselves.  If you see your brothers doing wrong, then check them also and remind them to circumscribe their desires and keep their passions in due bounds, because if we do not police up our brothers, then we are giving consent for their wrong-doings.

Finally, I want to bring up Romans 12:10, and it reads as such, “Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love; in honor preferring one another.”  This verse reminds me that brotherly love is the cornerstone of our great fraternity and should be a staple in every Mason’s heart.  However, too many of us are talking about our fellow brothers behind their backs.  Brothers, if we have a disagreement with one of our brothers, we need to address our problems and grievances with that brother rather than spreading gossip throughout the lodge and community.  Too many brothers hold grudges against other brothers, and that causes confusion in the craft, which does not allow brotherly love to prevail.  Brothers, even though we don’t always agree on how the lodge should do its work, we can agree that all of us believe that the lodge’s purpose is to better our community and make us better men.  So, we must be able to work through our disagreements in order for the lodge to live up to its purpose.

In closing, my brothers, we must remember those lessons taught to us during our journey through Masonry.  We must remember to always walk uprightly before God and man and be the same man in private that we are in the public eye, because even though people cannot see you behind closed doors, God can always see you.  So, place your faith in God and be that upright man and Mason that you were charged to be when you first became a Mason.
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